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ADONIS IN SYRIA

BOOK I

reigned over Samal in North-Western Syria in the time of
Tiglath-pileser (745-727 B.C.) appears from his name to
have reckoned himself a son of Rekub-el, the god to whose
favour he deemed himself indebted for the kingdom.1 The
kings of Tyre traced their descent from Baal,2 and apparently
professed to be gods in their own person.3 Several of them
bore names which are partly composed of the names of
Baal and Astarte; one of them bore the name of Baal pure
and simple.4 The Baal whom they personated was no
doubt Melcarth, " the king of the city," as his name signifies,
the great god whom the Greeks identified with Hercules;
for the equivalence of the Baal of Tyre both to Melcarth
and to Hercules is placed beyond the reach of doubt by a
bilingual inscription, in Phoenician and Greek, which was
found in Malta.6

In like manner the kings of Byblus may have assumed
the style of Adonis; for Adonis was simply the divine Adon

icles (i. 43-50) not one was the son
of his  predecessor.     This   seems  to
indicate that in Edom, as elsewhere, the
blood royal was traced in the female
line, and that the kings were men of
other families, or even foreigners, who
succeeded to the throne by marrying
the hereditary  princesses.     See  The
Magic Art and the Evolution of Kings-,
iL 268 sqq.    The Israelites were for-
bidden to have a foreigner for a king
(Deuteronomy   xvii.   15   with   S.   R.
Driver's note), which seems to imply
that the custom  was known  among
their neighbours.    It is significant that
some of the names of the kings of Edom
seem to be those of divinities, as Prof.
A. H. Sayce observed long ago (Lec-
tures on the Religion of the Ancient
Babylonians^ London and Edinburgh,
1887, p. 54).

1 G. A. Cooke, op. tit. Nos. 62, 63,
pp. 163, 165, 173 sqq., l8l sqq. ;
M. J. Lagrange, op. cit. pp. 496 sqq.
The god Rekub-el is mentioned along
with the gods Hadad, El, Reshef, and
Shamash in an inscription of King
Bar-rekub's mortal father, King Pan-
ammu (G. A. Cooke, op. cit. No. 61,
p. 161).

* Virgil,   Aen.   i    729  sq.9   with

Servius's note ; Silius Italicus, Punica,
L 86 sqq.
s Ezekiel xxviii. 2, 9.
* Menander of Ephesus, quoted by
Josephus, Contra Apioncm% i. 18 and 21;
Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum^
ed. C. Muller, iv. 446 sq. According
to the text of Josephus, as edited by
B. Niese, the names of the kings in
question were Abibal, Balbazer, Abd-
astart, Methusastart, son of Leastart,
Ithobal, Balezor, Baal, Balator, Merbal.
The passage of Menander is quoted also
by Eusebius, Chronic. i. pp. 118, 120,
ed. A. Schoene.
6 G. A. Cooke, Text-book of North-
Semitic Inscriptions^ No. 36, p. 102.
As to Melcarth, the Tyrian Hercules,
see Ed. Meyer, s.v. " Melqart," in
W. H. Roscher's Lexikon d. griech. u.
rb'm. Mythologie, ii. 2650 sqq. One of
the Tyrian kings seems to have been
called Abi-milk (Abi-melech), that is,
"father of a king" or "father of
Moloch/' that is, of Melcarth. A
letter of his to the king of Egypt is
preserved in the Tell-el-Amarna corre-
spondence. See R. F. Harper, Assyrian
and Babylonian Literature 1 p. 237. As
to a title which implies that the bearei
of it was the father of a god, see below,
pp. 51 sq.